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Michael Samuels’s towering sculptural
assemblages and wall works are made
by cutting up and reconfigunng old
Formica furniture. They explore the
formal properties of landscape and
architectural space, light and colour
and construction and deconstruction.
He is one of 20 artists nominated for
this year's Jerwood Contempaorary
Painting Prize. His studio is in Hackneay,

Painting Prize? | don't see any paint...
That's true— | think it's more that |
have a painterly approach. | make my
sculptures in a very instinctive way, in
how | choose the different colours and
patterns of the Formica, | also include
old standard lamps and LED lights,
which is anotherway of using colour.

You have a lot of work in here...
"Thezsewere allmade in the past few
months, |'mguite immediate when

| start working and just get caughtupin
the building of them.’

In the studio Michael Samuels
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You must get through alot of tables -
are you on eBay all day?

‘| do use eBay but ifthere's a table ina
colour | particularly wantluse a sniping
tool which ensures that your bidis
placed in the last few seconds, sol
don’t spend hours at the computer,”

Sowhat’s the going rate?

‘Anything between £5 and £100.
They're cheaper if they're listed undear
"drop-leaf” rather than Formica.'

Formica is quite collectable —do you
ever feel bad about chopping itup?

‘It's all delivered 1o the studio so I'mnot
tempted to keep any. |like that the tables
hawve ahistory which the sellers oftentall
you. ifone tums out to be a wedding
present, | don't have the heartto saythat
it's going straight under the circular saw.’
Intervew Helen Sumpter

Michael Samueis’s show ‘Childstar' is
at Rokeby from May 16-Jun 20 (see
Soho to Hampstead hstings)




Critics’ choice

Galleries

Angaza Afrika

October Gallery, Soho to Hampstead

A dozen African artists on show for the
launch of a new hook (see Preview).

¢ Julian Schnabel
i Robilant+Voena, Mayfairto Sloane Square

The king of overstatement shows
calligraphic skillin berry-hued canvases.

Michael Samuels

Rokeby, Soho to Hampstead

Tables turned and hacked into colour-
splashed sculpture (see In the studio).

Gregory Crewdson

i White Cube, Mayfair to Sloane Square
. Youcan'tget more staged or atmospheric
: thanthese filmic stills.

Nigel Cooke

i Stuart Shave Modern Art,

i SohotoHampstead

¢ Museum-worthy show of urban
i degenerates by British painter.

Rokeby
0207168 9942. 37 Store St, WCIE 7QF.

: © Tottenham Ct Rd. Tue-Fri 11am-6pm,

Sat 11am-4pm.
* NEW Michael Samuels May 16
P Jun 20, See In the studio




galleries (and building on our New York reviews marathon in February),

Hone the work & have without Dan, but it would have been different’

Special Focus:
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At ArtReview we're constantly pursued by galleries who want us to cover their latest shows.
Sure, we know - your show is always the best in town. But to cover even a tenth of what we
think is good would mean printing the magazine on microfiche! So to make it up to all those
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we sent out our top

critics to cover 103 shows in the space of a week in May. When we told our gallery friends

what we were deoing,
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they complained that covering every show in town would make the review

of their's less special. As the late Johnny Cash once said, "“You can't hardly win, can you?z"
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MICHAEL SAMUELS cChildstar,
Rokeby

works are totems to laminate living

periocd when

‘progress’

meant

having a check laminate on the kitchen table
to mimic the effect of a tablecloth while
saving you the labour of actually washing
and ironing one). He chops, <¢lamps, Pbalances,
extends, contractes and colour-coordinates his
furniture until it becomes a towering (but
never guite tottering) sculpture of colour and
light (frequently from anglepoises but alsco
from LEDs). For all that they come across as
messy accumulations of domestic medernist
tat, there’s a lot of precision here and some
delicate G-clamping, and you become conscious
¢f the ways in which Samuels has used, adapted
and arranged furniture to create his artworks
in much the same way that anyone else might
use, adapt and arrange it to create a personal
living environment. I wonder why it’s called
Childstar, though.
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